Tuberculous encephalopathy: a reappraisal.
Forty years ago Dastur and Udani described a form of diffuse cerebral damage in tuberculosis, which they called tuberculous encephalopathy. Their pathological and clinical observations led them to propose an immune pathogenesis. Although there have been no convincing independently reported series, the entity is now established in the tuberculosis literature. We review the literature on tuberculous encephalopathy, and suggest alternative aetiopathogenetic explanations for the appearances of the brain in these cases. We propose that tuberculosis is one of many infections which may be associated with a range of immune, drug-related, hypoxic-ischaemic and toxic diffuse brain pathologies.